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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A stent has a plurality of annular elements, each annular element having a 
compressed state and an expanded state, with each annular element having a 
longitudinal dimension which is smaller in the expanded state than in the 
compressed state. The stent also has at least one connecting member connecting 
adjacent annular elements, the connecting member having a longitudinal dimension 
which is larger in the expanded state than in the compressed state. 


